732

bad done otlier poets. Nor was tbis tlie fault of Mr, Cow-
ley alone, but of all tbe autbors of tbat age. Tbey were not
only inspired but transported \vitb the furor poeticus. Tbey
gave tbe reins to tbeir imaginations, and swept all tbat
could be said on a subject with a drag-net.

BAYLE'S DICTIONARY.

HOWEVER bigbly Mr. Addisoii disapproved tbe general
sceptical tendency of tbe writings of Bayle, it is said be was
very fond of bis Critical Dictionary; and old Jacob Tonson
used to tell, tbat be seldom called upon Addison wben be did
not see Bayle's Dictionary lying open upon bis table.

ADDISON'S  RET3UKE  TO  A  BAD  POET.

THE following story is told by a gentleman of great ve-
racity, wbo, a few years since, was well known at Gray's Inn.

A certain author was introduced by a friend to Mr. Addi-
son, wbo was desired to peruse and correct a copy of Englisb
verses, wbicb were tben presented to him. Addison took
tbe verses, wbicb be afterwards found very stupid; and ob-
serving tbat above twelve lines from Homer were prefixed
to tbem by way of motto, be only erased tbe Greek lines,
but did not make any amendments in tbe poem, and returned
it. The author seeing this, desired bis friend who had intro-
duced him to inquire of Mr. Addison the reason of his do-
ing it; expecting, however, to hear that his poem was so
beautiful that it had no occasion for any foreign embellish-
ment. But his friend putting the question to Addison, he
said, "that whilst the statutes of Caligula remained all of
a piece, they were little regarded by the people; but that
when he fixed the heads of the gods upon unworthy shoulders
he profaned them, and made Jiimself ridiculous. I, therefore,"'
says he, " made no more conscience to separate Homer's verses
from this poem than the thief did wbo stole the silver head
from the brazen body in Westminster Abbey."

PEES   OP  OFFICE.

WHEN Addison was appointed Keeper of tbe [Records in
Ireland, we are told by Swift that be resolved not to remit
the regular fees in civility to bis friends. " I may (said he}